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12 August 1993

Washington DC

THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICANS W117l DISABILITIES ACT: STRIDES MADE
BUT HURDLES STHL AHEAD. When Rick Douglas, the executive director of the President's
Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities, was forced last week to get out of his
wheelchair and drag himself up five steps and crawl onto an airplane, airline personnel stood by
and watched. Then, upon arriving in Pennsylvania to speak at a ceremony celebrating the third
anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, he had to wait for other passengers to get off
before he dragged himself from his seat and down the steps of the United Express plane.
"It was hwniliating," he told one newspaper. "My clothes are covered with aviation fuel

and oil. I was coming up against the day-to-day discrimination that discourages people from
traveling and even working."
Douglas' experience highlights both the continued need to change attitudes toward the
disabled and strengthen regulations requiring equal access and opportunities for them. I was
pleased to learn from U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno recently that the Department of Justice
will begin a public service campaign to publicize the law and what it means. Despite the
tremendous strides made through the passage of the ADA--doors opened that once shut out
people with disabilities, ramps installed, aisles widened and interpreters being provided--too many
businesses are not yet complying with the law. The Department of Justice campaign, which will
feature virtuoso violinist Itzaak Perlman and former New York Jets football star Dennis Byrd,
will help ensure that businesses understand their responsibilities and that people with disabilities
understand their rights.
"We seek to resolve complaints first, short of litigation," Reno said. "We would rather see
businesses spend their dollars on ramps and TDDs than on court costs and legal fees."
The Department of Justice Public Access Section has created a 24-hour information line
which offers recorded information about the ADA, informal technical assistance and information
about various ADA enforcement agencies. You can call the information line at (202) 514-0301
or call the TDD at (202) 514-0383. Between I and 5 p.m. (EST) Monday through Friday, callers
can call to speak with an operator. In addition, the U.S. Department of Education has funded
centers in ten regions of the country to provide ADA technical assistance to the public. These
centers can be reached by calling (800) 949-4232.

•

•

•

FROM PRICKLY PEARS TO GOAT RESEARCH: 1994 USDA FUNDING BHL INCLUDES
PROJECTS FOR SOUTH 7EXAS. I am pleased to let you know that the compromise bill for
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, which at this writing was fmalized by the conferees and now
goes back to the full House and Senate for final approval, includes funding for several South
Texas projects.
Those projects include $25 million in the USDA's water and wastewater program for
funding of projects for colonias on the U.S. Mexico border; $1.4 million for the construction and
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improvement of the USDA/Agricultural Research Service facility in Weslaco; $100,000 for
continued research on potential commercial uses of prickly pear and mesquite at Texas A&I
University; $75,000 for continuing dairy goat-related research at Prairie View A&M University,
and $100,000 for the establishment of a Center for North American Studies as a part of the Texas
A&M University System. I feel these will all do a great deal of good.

•
HUNTERS

•

•

AND ANGLERS INCREASE REJ'ENUE FOR Wf1J)UFE CONSERVATION

THROUGH UCENSE PURCHASES. The Department of the Interior recently notified me that
more than 46 million hunters and anglers purchased licenses, tags, pennits, and stamps in 1992,
causing total revenues to climb nearly 8 percent to almost $880 million. This is good news for
fish and wildlife conservation, since money raised through license sales supports state fish and
wildlife agencies, their conservation projects, and hunting, fishing and education programs.
In Texas, the number of anglers who purchased licenses totaled 1.7 million, and the
number of hunters purchasing licenses was more than 1 million. Together the sales generated
nearly 42 million in revenues. License sales figures are compiled annually by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.
"Quite simply, the hundreds of millions of dollars contributed by hunters and anglers each
year are the backbone of state fish and wildlife conservation efforts," said Acting U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Director Richard Smith when he announced the figures.

•

•

•

ROMANCING THE STONE; ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL MAY HAVE DISCOVERED
CAPITOL CORNERSTONE. While the

Sta~e

of Freedom continues to be refurbished on the

Capitol Plaza before being returned to her pedestal atop the Capitol, another piece of architectural
history may have been discovered at the bottom of the Capitol after having been missing for 200
years. Workers for the Architect of the Capitol, after a search that has spanned nearly half a
century, believe they may have identified the Capitol's original cornerstone and are conducting
tests to detennine the stone's legitimacy.
If the stone turns out to be the right one, its discovery will come just in time for the
Capitol's 200th anniversary on Sept. 18. While the experts are trying not to get too enthusiastic
about the discovery, they are optimistic the stone is the real tIling. "v.'ho would put a two or three
ton stone in there if you didn't want it to mean something?" one expert asked. We'll keep you
posted.

•

•
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VISITORS FROM HOMB. Miriam Snyder of Alamo; Manuel Ramirez and Mario Ramirez of
Edinburg; Richard Heidland of Mathis; Susan Yoder of McAllen; Lela Verburgt of Mission; and
W. Titus Williams of Sandia.
- - - - - - U . S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 2 0 6 1 & - - - - - -

